Chapter Eight
THE LEVANT STATES

The Mandate

FROM the last Peace-Settlement to 1941, France controlled
Syria and Lebanon as Mandatory Power : the regions under
her control were known collectively as the * Stats du Levant
sous Mandat Fran$ais *, of which * the Levant States ' is a rough
English equivalent.   After the declaration of Syrian and Lebanese
independence in 1941 the Mandate virtually came to an end,
although technically it remained in  force until the entry of
Syria and Lebanon into the United Nations Organization in

The Mandate for Syria and Lebanon, equally with that for
Palestine, paid special attention to the rights of religious com-
munities. Article 8 stated the necessity of guaranteeing the
most complete liberty of conscience and worship ; the equal
treatment of all inhabitants irrespective of difference of race,
religion and language ; and the right of communities to maintain
their own schools. Article 16 required the Mandatory Power
to respect the personal status and religious interests of the
different sections of the population.

In addition, Article i authorized the Mandatory Power to
encourage local autonomy when circumstances made it possible.

French Policy

French policy in regard to the autonomies was based upon a
number of factors : first, the provisions of the Mandate, indicated
in the preceding section; secondly, the traditional connexion
between the French Government and the Maronites and other
Uniates; thirdly and perhaps most important, the habitual
assumption of most French politicians and officials that the
Sunni Moslem and Arab nationalist majority was irreconcilably
hostile to France. It was an assumption which had several
causes : the memory of 1920, when France had imposed herself
in Syria against the resistance of the population ; the belief that
Arab nationalism was a British invention to extend British
influence into the Levant States; and the fear that to make
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